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8:00-9 :30  Arrival and Breakfast  
8:00-10:15  Learning Centers and Activities   

Children select from and participate 
in a variety of developmentally ap-
propriate activities which may in-
clude creative art activities, block 
building, manipulatives, dramatic 
play, sand and water, computers, 
language and listening activities, etc.   

 
10:15-10:30  Clean Up 
10:30-10:45  Group Time/Circle Time  
  (Preschoolers) 
  Learning Centers and Activities   
  (Toddlers) 
10:45-11:45  Outdoor Play 
11:45-12:00  Clean Up/Lunch preparation  
12:00-1:00  Lunch 
1:00-2:30  Nap/Rest 
2:30-3:30  Snack/Outdoor preparation 
3:30-4:30  Outdoor Play 
4:30-5:00  Centers and Activities 
5:00-5:15  Clean Up/Departure  
 
 Please Note: 
All Children should arrive no later than 9:15 a.m. and 
be picked up no later than 5:15 p.m.  

Program Schedule  

Accredited by the 
National Academy 
of Early Childhood 
Programs  

Dedicated to providing the highest 
quality of early care and education in a 
safe, happy, healthy, and inclusive 
learning  environment! 

The Children's Center at Purchase College is a 
childcare center located on the Purchase College 
Campus. The center is licensed by the Office for 
Children and Family Services and accredited by 
the National Association of the Education of 
Young Children (NAEYC). We provide full-time 
childcare for children between 18 months and 5 
years of age. 
 
A full-time staff of teachers, a director, an assis-
tant director, and an administrative assistant 
provide the core staff. Because of the college af-
filiation, there are also student assistants with 
regular hours during the academic year. In addi-
tion to paid student staff, some students come to 
the center to augment their coursework in psy-
chology, social science, education, and related 
fields. 

Another result of the affiliation with the college 
is that the center's schedule derives from the 
schedule of the college. Extended schedules are 
available for families needing care beyond the 
academic calendar 



     The Children’s Center at Purchase College is licensed 
by NYS and is accredited by the National Association for 
the Education of Young Children ( NAEYC). The pro-
gram  provides a stimulating learning experience for chil-
dren ages eighteen months to five years old.  The pro-
gram emphasizes the development of positive self-
concept and is designed to facilitate each child’s social, 
emotional, physical, and cognitive growth. 
     The Children’s Center offers toddler and preschool 
programs and consists of four classrooms.  The staff for 

each class includes 
one head teacher, 
one assistant teach-
er, and college stu-
dent assistants.  The 
Center also serves as 
a laboratory for stu-
dents wishing to do 
an internship or 
practicum observing 
young children in 

connection with coursework and independent study. 
     The Children’s Center operates under the direction of 
Dr. Patricia Amanna and is governed by a board of direc-
tors comprised of Purchase College faculty, staff, stu-
dents, and community parents.  
     The Children’s Center is open Monday through Friday 
from 8:00 a.m. to 5:15 p.m.  A full day program is availa-
ble two, three, or five days a week.  Three calendar 
choices, (academic, modified, or extended) are offered.  
Tuition for Purchase College affiliates is based on a slid-
ing scale according to income, and community pays a flat 
fee. 
     Although the College provides The Children’s Center 

Brief History  
 The Children's Center was founded in 1973, mak-
ing it the oldest full-time campus childcare facility in 
Westchester County.  It was founded by Sybil Barten, Pro-
fessor Emeritus.  In 1992, the Center first achieved accredi-
tation from the National Association for the Education of 
Young Children (NAEYC).  In 1994, the center increased its 
license capacity to 59 children.  In 2003, The Children’s 
Center was reaccredited by the National Association for the 
Education of Young Children (NAEYC) until 2008.    

Philosophy  
      The Children's Center pro-
vides a warm and welcoming 
environment that encourages 
children to explore, experiment, 
and learn by way of develop-
mentally appropriate activities 
that are constructed from an 

anti-biased curriculum that emphasizes inclusion and anti-
commercialism.  Play, the universal language of childhood, is used 
at the Children’s Center to foster the growth of elementary con-
cepts of math, science, social studies, literacy, the arts, and technol-
ogy.  Through developmentally appropriate play and experimenta-
tion, such as block building, table toys, games, sand, water, crea-
tive arts, and pretend play, children learn: 
Literacy – vocabulary and language, phonological awareness, 
letters, words, and print comprehension. 
Mathematics – numbers, patterns and relationships, geometry and 
spatial awareness, measurement, data collection, organization and 
representation   
Science- the physical properties of objects, living things, and the 
earth and environment  
Social Studies – how people live, work, get along with others  
The Arts – music and movement, dramatic play, drawing and 
painting  
Technology – tools and their basic operations and use  
Process skills – observe and explore, problem solve, think logical-
ly   
Social/Emotional Skills - show 
confidence, achieve a good sense 
of self, communicate emotions 
effectively, develop good rela-
tionships with peers, take respon-
sibility for self and others.  
 
  

Research/Lab School   
The Children's 
Center at Purchase 
College serves 
both as a child care 
facility and as an 
academic resource 
for the students and 
faculty of the Col-
lege. In its role as 
an academic re-
source, the Center 
is often the site for research done by, or under the supervision 
of, Purchase College faculty and Director,  Dr. Patricia 
Amanna. 
  Research at the Children's Center is done in accord-
ance with the ethical standards of the American Psychologi-
cal Association. Written parental consent for the child's par-
ticipation in any research project is requested except when the 
observation is part of a class assignment.  The observation is 
unobtrusive and takes place during normal activities of the 
Children's Center without any intervention on the part of the 
observer.   In all cases, the child and family's confidentiality 
is protected. The child's name does not appear in any report 

of the results of the 
project. Parents and 
children may always 
refuse to participate or 
can withdraw before 
completion of the 
study. Parents may 
request a summary of 
the results of the study  
upon its completion. 
 

Staff  

Program Overview  

 The professional staff of The Children’s Center at Pur-
chase College is committed to providing high quality child care in 
a safe, healthy, happy and inclusive learning environment.  This 
requires that we respect, support, and maintain open communica-
tion with children, their families, and each other.   
 Our focus is to be a child study center where teachers are 
active researchers.  They translate theory into practice and maintain 
a commitment to becoming lifelong learners.   

Enrollment   
 Any family wishing to enroll their child into the 
program must first put their child on the waitlist.  Purchase 
College students, faculty, and staff take priority on the waitlist. 
All applicants, including community families, are then consid-
ered according to their place on the list.  Registration materials 
are sent in the spring for the following September and only 
families on the waitlist will be included in the registration pro-
cess.       


